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Washburn Lake AIS Monitoring and Water Clarity Report  

 

WBIC:    1178000 
Previous AIS Findings:  Chinese Mystery Snail. 
New AIS Findings:  None 
Field Date:   June 15, 2017 
Field Crew: Aubrey Nycz, AIS Project Leader, and Derek Thorn, AIS Project 

Assistant, Oneida County Land and Water Conservation 
Department 

Report by: Aubrey Nycz  
 
Derek and I monitored Washburn Lake on June 15, 2017.  Washburn Lake is a small 85 acre lake 
located in Oneida County. This body of water has one public boat launch. We found the 
maximum depth on Washburn Lake to be 27 feet, although the water levels are suspected to be 
higher right now, due to the great deal of rain that we have recently received. According to the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, this is an oligotrophic lake. The trophic status 
measures a lake’s productivity. There are three trophic statuses: oligotrophic, mesotrophic, and 
eutrophic. Oligotrophic is clear and not productive, Eutrophic is very productive with stained 
water and a mucky bottom, and a mesotrophic lake is in between the two.  Washburn Lake is a 
seepage lake with bottom content of 15% sand, 25% gravel, 20% rock, and 40% muck.   
 
The weather while we completed our lake monitoring was fair. The air temperature was 75 
degrees Fahrenheit, it was sunny, and there was a slight breeze. At times, the wind made our 
monitoring challenging, as it was hard to maneuver our canoe. 
 
Part of our AIS monitoring consisted of canoeing around the entire perimeter of the lake and 
scanning the shoreline. When scanning the shoreline, we made note of the different plants and 
animals that we saw. Table 2 describes the common lake plants that we observed while 
monitoring. 
 
In order to gather the water clarity and quality data, Derek and I paddled out to the deep hole 
on Washburn Lake. We first used the Secchi disk to determine the water clarity level Our Secchi 
reading was measured at 4 feet out of a 27 foot maximum depth. We then used the dissolved 
oxygen meter to record the water temperature, the amount of milligrams per liter found in the 
water, and the water’s dissolved oxygen level percentage. Tables and graphs displaying this 
information can be found below (table 1 and figures 3-5). 
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Derek and I were pleased that we did not find any new invasive species on Washburn Lake. 
While monitoring, we did come across some Chinese Mystery Snails, but they have already 
been documented in this waterbody. 
 
Findings: 
Aquatic Invasive Species:  
No new invasive species were found. 
 
 

 
Figure 1. Map of Washburn Lake with the public boat landing and the deep hole represented by 
the triangle.  The deep hole is where the depth, temperature, and two dissolved oxygen 
readings were taken.   
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Figure 2. Map of Oneida County, WI with Washburn Lake circled in red to show its location.  

Table 1: Data of the deep hole where the depth, temperature, and two dissolved oxygen 

readings were taken.   

 

 

Depth DO Mg/L Temp DO %

1 7.75 76.8 99.9

3 7.77 75.9 99.3

5 7.9 74.7 99.7

7 3.86 69.1 45.9

9 4.47 63.3 49.5

11 4.28 60.1 45.8

13 4.33 57.1 44.8

15 2.32 52.4 22.6

17 1.13 49.1 10.6

19 0.34 48.5 3.2

21

23
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Figure 4: Graph representing the depth compared to the Dissolved Oxygen Milligram per liter 

content in Washburn Lake, Oneida County WI 

 

Figure 5: Graph representing the depth compared to the temperature in degrees Fahrenheit in 

Washburn Lake, Oneida County WI 
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Figure 6: Graph representing the depth compared to the percent Dissolved Oxygen in 

Washburn Lake, Oneida County WI 

 

Table 2: Common plants we found in the lake  

Scientific name Common name Photo 

 
 
 

Iris versicolor 

 
 
 

Blue flag iris 

 
 

 
 
 

Ceratophyllum 
demersum 

 
 
 

Coontail  
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Nuphar lutea 

 
 
 

Bullhead pond lily 

 
 

Resources: http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/lakepages/LakeDetail.aspx?wbic=1178000&page=facts 
 


